
Software Developer       

Company: American Meadows 

Location: Williston, VT 

Available: Immediately (Sept 2014) 

Commitment: Full-Time  

Reports to: Director of Marketing 

WHO WE ARE 

At American Meadows, our primary focus is to be great at providing home gardeners with the products and 

knowledge they need to succeed.  We work to accomplish this by combining top-quality products, a staff that’s 

passionate about what we do, the latest in technology and proven direct-to-consumer methods.  Our business is 

growing through adding new products, creating new brands (such as SeedImpressions.com) and via acquisition 

(HighCountryGardens.com).  We are also expanding to additional channels, such as an increased emphasis on 

wholesale opportunities.  At our core, we work with gardeners – people engaged in a pursuit that brings joy, 

beautifies the world, supports the environment and often puts food on tables.  If that sounds intriguing, read on… 

OUR CHALLENGE 

Our growth both allows and requires us to maintain a high level of internal capabilities.  We develop and maintain 

our own Magento-based E-commerce websites which integrate with a SQL-based order processing system.  In order 

to better maximize our various opportunities, we need to continue to build and improve our systems with a focus on 

integration.   

WHO YOU ARE & WHAT YOU’D DO 

The person we’re looking for has both development experience and the ability to integrate with our SQL-based 

order, inventory and accounting system (Response by Colinear). You will play an integral role in ensuring a 

compelling and easy-to-navigate online experience for our customers and enabling productive and efficient internal 

business operations.  

 To excel at the web development role, you can write great code, and have a thirst for staying current on best 

practices.  Ideally, your experience would come from an ecommerce environment. You have optimized page load 

times across a site, and helped build rock solid, responsive websites. Most importantly, you need to be excited 

about the prospect of helping to identify opportunities and figuring out how to work with our team to execute.   

Our order processing system, Response, lies at the heart of our business operations.  As the internal owner of this 

tool, you will be a key go-to person for questions, system integration, and new functionality.  You will learn what the 

tool can do, what we are trying to achieve, and you will show us how to use it to our best advantage.   

In both of your roles, you will be responsible for both maintenance and new development.  The balance largely 

depends on the season; in the gardening business, we spend part of the year building and part of the year hanging 

on for the ride.   

Below is a basic overview of the desired qualifications.  If you or someone you know is interested, step one is easy: 

Write a quick summary of a relevant challenge you faced and how you went about solving it, specifying what tools 

you used in your solution and why you’re proud of the accomplishment.  Don’t go overboard – This isn’t a writing 

http://www.americanmeadows.com/
http://www.seedimpressions.com/
http://www.highcountrygardens.com/


exercise, rather a chance to get a sense for how you go about your craft.  Also include a resume, but focus on the 

first aspect as it’s the key to proving that you’re the right fit.   

DESIRED QUALIFICATIONS: 

 3+ years building websites with an emphasis on the Presentation Layer including expertise in PHP, 
HTML, CSS (SASS), AJAX, and JavaScript. 

 Experience with version control systems (GIT) 

 Experience with Microsoft SQL Server & MySQL and writing stored procedures 

 Experience with Magento preferred but not required 

 Skilled in CSS-based markup (no tables, no inline js or css.). 

 Skilled with Javascript and particularly the JQuery js library. 

 Experience developing multi-browser JavaScript frameworks (such as jQuery, Dojo, Ext JS, etc.). 

 Javascript including experience with using common JS libraries/frameworks and AJAX and XHTML. 

 Previous experience working on large development projects in a fast-paced online environment interacting 
with business analysts, information architects, visual designers, web developers and engineers. 

 Expertise in dynamic web page development using PHP and relational databases. 

 Expertise in cross-browser compatible, standards compliant, table-less websites in semantic XHTML, CSS3 & 
unobtrusive JavaScript. 

 Ability to gather and document requirements, and develop functional specifications 

 A strong, creative, problem solver, self-motivated and tenacious when tackling tough issues.  

 A team player with energy and enthusiasm, and a high tolerance for change and ambiguity.  

 Full life cycle web development (ideation to post launch support). 

 Solid understanding of e-commerce architecture, connectivity technologies, web hosting, advanced network 
protocols, client-server technologies, applications development and multi-vendor environments. 

 Experience writing and/or interpreting technical specifications and implementing them to specification while 
potentially adapting to variance in scope.   

 Team-minded individual, who handles deadlines, is self-motivated and looks to grow their skills while 

fostering a collaborative and enjoyable work environment. 

 Willingness to ‘do what it takes’ to contribute to the success of a small, growing business. 

 A knowledge and/or appreciation of gardening is always a plus!   

Position is mid-level in terms of skill, and we offer a salary commensurate with experience and an excellent benefits 

package.  This role does not currently have any direct reports.  Interested candidates should submit a resume and 

“step 1” as outlined above to jobs@americanmeadows.com 

American Meadows is an Equal Opportunity Employer (EOE). Qualified applicants are considered for employment 
without regard to age, race, color, religion, sex, national origin, sexual orientation, disability, or veteran status. If you 
need assistance or an accommodation during the application process because of a disability, it is available upon 
request. The company is pleased to provide such assistance, and no applicant will be penalized as a result of such a 
request. 
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