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BEGONIA PLANTING & CARE
START INDOORS FOR BEST BLOOMS 
In zones 2-8, Begonias do best when given a head start 

indoors so they can develop before being transplanted 

or moved outside. Start Begonias 8-12 weeks before 
the last frost in your area. To help Begonia tubers warm 
up from their winter dormancy, place in a warm location 
(about 70°F) with indirect sunlight, preferably an east, 
west, or south facing window. If you don’t have good 
natural light, grow lamps can provide the necessary light 
for growth. Water slightly every few days, or when the soil has dried out. Water around 
the edges of your tuber, but not directly on it: avoid overwatering or soggy soil, as water 
can pool in the tuber’s hollow dip and cause rot. To increase humidity, you can cover pots 
loosely with a clear plastic bag. Expect to see growth in 3-6 weeks’ time, depending upon 
your overall growing conditions. (Note: In zones 208, if you do not start Begonia tubers 
ahead of time indoors, you may only see minimal blooms late in the season. 

LIGHT
Begonias are shade lovers that need bright, indirect or dappled light to grow their best. In 
cooler areas, begonias can tolerate a bit more sun than in hot climates. 

SOIL
Begonias grow best in light, fertile, well-drained soil. Begonias are very susceptible to 

root and stem rot when exposed to cold, wet soils, so 
proper drainage is essential. Choose a light potting soil 
with extra perlite if available, or create your own mix using 
equal parts of potting soil, perlite, and peat moss.

SPACING
Begonia tubers should be spaced about 1 foot apart in the garden, but can be planted 
closer together in hanging baskets and window boxes. For one begonia plant, a 6 inch 
pot is the smallest allowable size. 

We guarantee all of our
products and try to give 
you the best information
possible for you to have
success. If you’re unsure
of when to plant or have
further questions, don’t
hesitate to call our team
at 877-309-7333.

WHERE TO PLANT BEGONIAS
Begonias are classic shade loving flowers, and with our top-sized bulbs, will produce 
large, luscious flowers! They are perennial in zones 9 and 10, and as annuals in zones 
2-8. Most often, they’re grown in containers in zones 2-8 so they can easily be taken 
indoors at summer’s end and grown as houseplants over the winter. Begonias can 
be planted directly in the garden, or in hanging baskets or window boxes. Move them 
carefully -- their stems break easily. 

WHEN TO PLANT BEGONIAS
In Zones 9 and 10, Begonias can be planted immediately outdoors. In zones 2-8, you 
can start Begonias indoors 8-12 weeks before the last frost in your area. As soon as 
the nighttime temperatures have stabilized to 45°F or more, Begonias can be planted in 
outdoor garden beds. (They can’t survive temperatures below 45°F) 

BASIC PLANTING STEPS

STEP 1: Prepare your garden plot/container. If planting in a garden bed, dig a hole a 
few inches deep, creating enough space to cover the tuber completely. If planting in a 
container, choose a pot with drainage holes and fill 3/4 full with potting soil. Light soil 
mixes with peat moss and perlite are the best choice because the peat creates an acidic 
environment, while the perlite improves drainage. You can also make your own soil mix 

by blending equal parts of soil, peat moss and perlite. 

STEP 2: One side of the tuber has a hollow dip and the other is round. Place the tuber 
round side down.  The hollow dip is the top; sometimes it will already be sprouting 
buds.  If the buds are coming up, gently place the tubers in the pot, with the buds facing 
skywards. The new growth is fragile, so try not to bump or break it.  

STEP 3: Cover tuber with soil and water around the edges, but not directly on it. This will 
prevent water from pooling in the tuber’s hollow dip, which can cause it to rot.  Keep pot 
or garden moist, but not too wet. Too much water will rot your begonia. Expect growth in 
3-6 weeks after planting.  If conditions aren’t ideal, begonias can take longer to grow. 

 

STEP 4: After begonias have sprouted and are a couple inches tall, you can transplant 
to another location if desired. If you live in colder conditions and it’s free of frost, you can 
plant outside as soon as night time temps reach 45 F.  
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